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Ghe Book of Str Chomas Moore 


[HARLEIAN MS. 7368, c. 1590-96] 


The present issue will doubtless prove one of the most interesting and acceptable of the 
continuation series of “ (he Tudor Facsimile Certs”: from the commencement in 1907 


no other play has been more frequently asked for by subscribers. 


In the British Museum Catalogue it is stated that 7368 is bound up together with 7367 and 5152. 
This is not now the case, the MS. having, some fifty years ago, been separated and bound by itself. 
Thus 7368 contains only (with a certain exception) ‘‘The Book of Sir Thomas Moore,” the first 


page of which has, in the margin, what appears to be an authorisation for its performance, signed 


by “E. Tyliney.” 


The manuscript is very indistinct, the original having been overlaid with tissue paper to preserve 
it. This has been done with a large proportion of the text of the play. 


The first four pages of the manuscript are parchment, half-covered with a Latin treatise with 
ornamental capitals, and with marginal references written in a smaller hand. Three of these pages are 
now omitted as having nothing whatever to do with our play. On the fourth, however, there is at the 


foot of the page, to be read by turning the manuscript upside down, a bold heading, forming, as it were, a 
kind of title. This page is therefore given. 


The manuscript has been thrice reprinted in modern times, by Dyce, Hopkinson and 
Brooke, but never before in facsimile. Thirty-six years ago the founder of the New Shakspere 
Society announced ‘‘ Autotypes of the parts of the Play of Sir Thomas More that may possibly 
be in young Shakspere’s handwriting from the Harleian MS. 7368,” but these never appeared, as 
far as I can learn. Moreover, the confusion and difficulty of the text, together with the obvious 
misplacement of some of the leaves, have, in the absence of the original at close quarters, proved serious 
drawbacks to anything like a critical text: the state of the manuscript will now render all future 


editors dependent on Dyce for many readings which, once legible, are now hopeless. 


From the reproduction point of view the pages in their original state are simple enough, 
except for the stains. On the other hand, those with tracing-paper overlay are most difficult, 
especially where contact is bad. The probable cause of decay is damp, combined with ink corrosion. 
Repair is not likely to have caused further decay; on the contrary it has probably arrested tt. 
The tracing-paper facing 1s without doubt to hold the parts together, as in places the paper 1s 
corroded right through, following the line taken by the ink. It was probably repaved at the time 
it was rebound, which from appearance was fifty to sixty years ago. 


The British Museum authorities have, within necessary restrictions, been very courteous and 
helpful in the matter of reproduction. They had, moreover, under consideration the possibility of 
temporarily removing the ‘overlays,’ so that more perfect photographs of the pages involved might 
be taken, but I regret to say that Dr. Warner, after consultation with the binders, has “ reluctantly 


come to the conclusion that he cannot sanction the stripping of the leaves, as that operation would 
imvolve some risk of irreparable damage to the MS.” 


13333'7 
k 


Scholars must therefore be content with the next best thing as afforded by the present facsimile. 


How near it ts to the original may be gleaned from Mr. Herbert's letter as follows :— 


“I have come to the conclusion that this reproduction of ‘Sir Thomas More’ 1s just about as 
‘* good as is possible of a very difficult MS. to reproduce at all. On the worst pages it fails to be a 
“* complete substitute for the original, for the veason which I have set forth on ff. 4 and 4b—as any 
*‘ yeproduction 1s bound to fail. But I have no doubt that it comes as near success as photography 
“admits of, and the less damaged pages are adnurably reproduced—nothing could be better—with 
“‘ the very few exceptions that I have noted.—British Museum, 5th January, 1910.” 


To come to detail, Mr. Herbert earmarks as “excellent” ff. 2b, 6, 7, 7b, 9, 10, 10b, 12, 126, 
PINT SONTOL STL ODL Ys Uh7OMC OM OO eee: 


His remarks respecting ff. 4 and 4b are as follows: ‘There is too much of a wuform blur, 
where in original it can be read, though with difficulty. But I do not see how this could have been 
avoided, for the legibility of the text depends m many places on minute variations im colour which 
photographs, however good, cannot reproduce. On the whole this page and others could hardly be 
unproved. Even the faintness was probably necessary, for greater strength would only have made the 


stained parts more hopeless still.” These remarks apply to all the folios not enumerated above. 


So far Mr. Herbert; but I think it only right to record and to emphasise in this place the 
extreme pains taken to obtain the best possible results by the photographer, Mr. R. Fleming, and m no 
less degree the watchful care of the printers, Messrs. Howard & Jones, Ltd., whose work is in this 


instance acknowledged to be a triumph of craftsmanship. 


Edmund Tilney was (says the D.N.B.) the third son of Thomas Tilney of Shelley, Suffolk. 
On 24th July, 1579, Tilney was appointed Master of the Revels im the Royal Household, and held 
the office for nearly thirty years. All dramatic performances and entertainments at Court were 
under his control. He selected the plays and helped to revise the masques which were performed 
in the Sovereign’s presence, while outside the Court he was entrusted with the duty of licensing 
plays for public representation and publication. Consequently he was in constant communication 
with Philip Henslowe, the chief theatrical manager of the period, the payments he received from 
Henslowe and other managers in the shape of licensing fees forming an important part of his 
income. During his tenure of office im the reigns of Elizabeth and James I. all dramatic 
productions, including the greater number of Shakespeare's plays, were submitted to his criticism 
‘in manuscript before they were represented on the Stage. He retired, owing to mfirm health, 


im 1608, 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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